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IA’s  National Network: 90+ colleges + universities

http://imaginingamerica.org/consortium/interactive-map/





Campus + its Proximity



University of California

Public Research System

10 campuses



Model of Berkeley Art Museum

Dr. Peter Selz, UC BerkeleyUC Santa Barbara

1960 State Master Plan on Education 

UC designed as California’s premiere public research system 





21st c. university 21st c. world*

*Institutional, structured, standardized, stable, static, theoretical, 

removed, ideal

*Organic, dynamic, entropic, active, applied, 

entangled, material, real  
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complexity/bureaucracy* Elasticity/flexibility* 

*institutional,academic, opaque, authored, competitive, linear, 

advancing, increasing, speculative, prescriptive, privileged, 

*Free, transparent, open, non-proprietary, mobile, 

generative, temporary, iterative,  discursive, inclusive, 

accessible, equitable. 
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Proximity Research: Embedded Criticality



Embedded Criticality 

“The awareness that the cultivation 

of a critical relationship to one’s of a critical relationship to one’s 

situation is a privilege that has to be 

earned by an intimacy with it, not 

purchased by a distance from it.”

RaqsMedia Collective

ArtSchool (Propositions for the 21stArtSchool (Propositions for the 21st

Century) MIT Press,  2010



The Friday Academy

The Friday Academy is a temporary instructional environment within the 

university that maintains its own academic calendar to conduct year-round, university that maintains its own academic calendar to conduct year-round, 

project-based curricula in an itinerant classroom setting.  Straying from studio 

arts training models, the Friday Academy encourages a high turn-over of art 

majors, while drawing from an interdisciplinary assortment of academic 

refugees and community scholars who work in close collaboration with one 

another.
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Co-Teaching + Lateral Learning



Real Skills + Real World



Scalable + Global
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Habitable + Sustainable 



The Traveling Box International Conference:  Center for Work Labor + Democracy , IHC, UCHRI, UCIRA, 2007
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CoDirector Arts Practitioners

Dick Hebdige, Marko Peljhan, Kim Yasuda

UC Institute for Research in the Arts:



UCIRA State of the Arts UCSB 2006 UCB 2007 UCR 2008 UCSD 2010



Art + California



Berkeley Nobel Laureate and Professor of Chemistry Melvin Calvin and his group 

working in their “laboratory without walls”. University of California, Berkeley. 
A beginning sculpture class at UCSB works at evolving forms inspired by natural objects 

such as shells and thistles. 

Trading Futures: 

Prospects for California’s Universities

Professor Catherine Cole, Performance Studies, UC Berkeley



Ansel Adams,

Fiat Lux Collection Archive



William Perreia Architects planning the City 

of Irvine with UC Irvine Campus at its 

center



1966

2009



Art + Science





Desert Studies, 2008, 2009, 2010, 



Boyd Canyon: 36 UC National Reserves throughout 

California



Boyd Canyon Natural Reserve, Palm Desert 2008 



Art + Exchange



http://snaap.indiana.edu/snaapshot/#dashboard

http://snaap.indiana.edu/snaapshot/#dashboar

SNAAP
Strategic National Arts Alumni Project2011



An Architecture of Inclusion

IA is a consortium of colleges and universities committed to public scholarship and 

practice integrating the arts, humanities, and design. 

Imagining America’s action research initiatives enhance

campus-community partnerships in local and national civic life while furthering the 

recognition of public scholarship’s value in higher education itself.

An Architecture of Inclusion



Syracuse University, New York



“While it is true that in a small scale city like 

Syracuse, ‘a little goes a long way,’ I think we’re only now 

starting to imagine just how far the community and starting to imagine just how far the community and 

university might be able to go.”

Nancy Cantor, President, Syracuse University



IA History

Campus Compact founded in 1985

Boyer’s 1990 book, Scholarship Boyer’s 1990 book, Scholarship 

Reconsidered: Priorities of the 

Professoriate, and 1996 article, 

“The Scholarship of Engagement”

In 1999, Kellogg Commission 

proposes a reinterpretation of the 

core missions of higher educationcore missions of higher education

IA founded at the 1999 White 

House Millennium Council meeting. 

Named by then first lady Hillary 

Clinton. 2000 University of 

Michigan first host campus 
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Mission:
Imagining America advances knowledge and creativity through publicly engaged scholarship that draws 

on humanities, arts, and design. We catalyze change in campus practices, structures, and policies that 

enables publicly engaged artists and scholars to thrive and contribute to community action and 

revitalization.

IA: Mission Values

Values: 
Collaboration, participation, dialogue, and transparency. Creativity and innovation in developing and 

mobilizing knowledge with communities. Cultural diversity, inclusion, and social equity. Reciprocity in 

campus-community partnerships, research and creative activity, teaching and learning, and assessment

Goals: 
Catalyze and sustain regional, national, and global conversations about publicly engaged scholarship 

that address significant problemsAdvance diversity, inclusion, and intercultural dialogue as means to 

the end of social equity on campuses and in communitiesthe end of social equity on campuses and in communities

Demonstrate, document, and assess the impact of democratic scholarship and cross-sector 

collaboration integrating humanities, arts, and designModel democratic publicly engaged scholarship 

and creative practice at IA’s host campus and among its member institutions

Promote forms of professional development, including tenure and promotion policies, that support 

and encourage publicly engaged scholarship, with attention to humanities, arts, and design

Support, mentor, and learn from democratic, publicly engaged graduate and undergraduate student 

scholarship



We frame public 

scholarship and practice 

as research-driven, 

How does  Imagining America carry out its mission?

as research-driven, 

knowledge-producing, 

campus/community 

collaborations.  

We bring people 

together to share and 

further the work. 



Re-assessing and re-valuing scholarship 



Through rigorous research and the 

IA Research: The Tenure Team Initiative (TTI)

Julie Ellison, Founding Director IA

Timothy Eatman, Current Co-Director

Through rigorous research and the 

leveraging of our national stature, expands 

how tenure and promotion guidelines may 

support public scholarship and practice 

within various institutional contexts.

http://imaginingamerica.org/research/tenur

e-promotion/media/

IA Staff and Syracuse Faculty  member, Tim Eatman



Defining public scholarship and practice



Defining public scholarship and practice

Publicly engaged scholarship or 

creative activity integral to a faculty 

member’s academic area.member’s academic area.

It encompasses different forms of

making knowledge about, for, and 

with diverse publics and 

communities. 

Through a coherent, purposeful Through a coherent, purposeful 

sequence of activities, it 

contributes to the public good and 

yields artifacts of public and 

intellectual value.



Annual National Conference 

Regional Meetings

Site Visits + Institutional 

Networks and Opportunities for IA Membership:

Site Visits + Institutional 

Workshops

Presidential Roundtables

Undergraduate + 

Graduate Student Networks

Research CollaboratoriesResearch Collaboratories

Summer Institutes

Research Venues:

Full Participation

Journal: Public

IA New Orleans, 2009



Annual National Conference for sharing ideas and new research, 

networking, problem solving, developing skills, visiting project sites, and 

renewing inspiration and motivation:

Networks and Opportunities for our members:

2000 Northwestern, Illinois, Chicago 

Historical SocietyHistorical Society

2002 University of Michigan

2003 University of Illinois

2004 University of Pennsylvania

2005 Rutgers University

2006 Ohio State University

2007 Syracuse University

2008 University of Southern 

CaliforniaCalifornia

2009 Tulane University and

Xavier University, New Orleans

2010 University of Washington 

Seattle

2011 University of Minnesota and 

Macalester College

2012 New York University



Seattle 2010 Plenaries and Workshops: shown here: Incarceration panel 



IA 2010 National Conference, 

hosted by University of Washington, 

Seattle

September 24-26, 2010



"Putting Activism on the Table: Sovereignty, Sustainability, and the Ethics of Eating," 

at the University of Washington Farm, on September 24, 2010.



Regional Meetings 
with geographically-proximate institutions for discussing and utilizing IA’s national research findings:

Regional Meeting, hosted by University of California Los Angeles (UCLA), June 2010



PAGE (Publicly Active Graduate Education 

Adam Bush, Graduate Student Director
expands the national network through ongoing fellowships, mentorship from leaders 

in the field, and consortium support.



http://public.imaginingamerica.org/http://public.imaginingamerica.org/

Public is a peer-reviewed multimedia e-journal for projects, pedagogies, resources and 

ideas incorporating humanities, arts, and design in public life. Like 

Imagining America, Public seeks rich engagements between a diverse range of 

participants, disciplines, sectors, and organizations, as well as between works in its 

interactive archive.
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IA: First Decade

Defining itself as an

organization.

Current: organizing mode  

















Associate Director, 
Kevin Bott, at Representatives Meeting,  2010


